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Lt~Col G,M, Churchill
Comranding Officer

1 = 31 Jamary
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Weather :- Clear & Cold, At g
New Year's Day was very quietly spemnt, Work was carried.on as usual, The necessity of ‘constantly on
guard has curtailed training, but maintenahos on vehs and wireless sets is being streased,

Weather ;= Cloudy & Cold - Light snow fell in the morning.
Major Compton, GII 21 Army Group paid & short visit in order to have his firat view of & Kangarco,
The Commanding Officer left at poon~hour for BRUSSELS to represemt 1 Cdn Army at a Sports Meeting,

Bridgse, -
Weather :- Cloudy & Dull,
A message was received by telephone by the Orderly Officer at about 2000 hrs ordering that one Sgn

atand by on 2 hrs notice to move to 1 Corps Area, This message was given as originating from 79 Armd
Div, 'B' Sqn under Major Baldwin's Comd were accordingly made ready to move,

Weather ;- Glear & Cold,

No further orders having been received, 31 Tk Bdes was contacted, They had no knowledge of the ordsr
and immediately started to check on its origin, Shortly after lunch Major Searle advised that the
order be altered to 4 hrs notice, and by 2200 hrs it was again altered to 24 hrs,

Weather ;- Clear & Sunny.

Exeroise Praotics Alert was carried out by TILBURG Garrisem, No, 3 Tp of 'B' Sgn was used to carry
infantry of the Mcbile Reserve to attack a party of paratps who had landed on the outskirts of the
town, Practiceshowed up several faults, particularly in infentry's ideas of how to employ Kangaroos,
Order of 3 Jan 45 was finally clarified by 31 Tk Bde, Omns Sgn to stend by on 24 hrs notice to move
in support 10 CIE. .

Col Churchill, CO and Capt Wilson visited 10 C.I.B, and on return efter a brief meeting it wes decided

. |[that 'B'Bqnmulﬂ.bnputonth:.jnbanﬂ.pendingﬂartharp:ﬂ.&mmuldamﬂ.lmtnuahnfthujm

A message was received from TILBUEG Garrison that the unit was baing relieved from guarding Surrey Qakp

Ghpues
]




1
Instrictions g tion of WAR DIARY & 3/19A Ep.
ar Diaries (which will from first '
w of mobilization, creation or embodi- OR . : *
ant) are contained in FS Regs Vol L. Original, duplicate and triplios
forwarded to OIC 2nd Echelon for dis

pages will be prepared.
- i { Erase heading not required)
] 24N {E d Ini - © Aee

Placs D&? Hour Summary of Events and [nformation (P age 2} to Aw
[LEBURG 5 Contd = in the Bds = Lincoln & Welland Regt, Argyle & Sutherland Highlanders & the Algonguin Regt, om
OLLAND : morning of 7th to remain for 3 days to scquaint Bns with Kangaroos. /&L]LW,
189335 | Lieuts P Corbett, Remsden & Zacaruk joined the Regt on attachment from 9 Bn 2 CERG (X-4a List)

& | Weather :- Cloudy.
Lt=Col Churchill to 10 CIE HQ for lunch with Brig JC Jefferson for the purpose of meeting CO's of 10

CIB Units and discussing cambined trg with them, An exercise which had beem plammed for Sunday 7 Jan | §/t

E | L5 with the Argyles & Sutherland Highlenders Regt, had to be posponed due to a Bds movement, APP4
{ | Maj FS Corbeau OC "A' Sqn and offrs of 'A' Sqn attended an exhibition by "Fdame Throwers™ held at the | .
' | "A & SHY of Capada near "REYEN® at 1400 hrs, This demomstration showed the use of smoke by. the /[
. "Waspa" in an attack, %“

An offrs party had just commenced when the duty offr arrived with a message that two tps were required
for Ops. Two tps of 'B' Sqn under Maj H Baldwin were detailed for the job and offrs concermed left
to prepare for the action,

7 Weather := Cold and Spow, .

Two tpa of 'B' Sgn plus & halftrack & LAD detachment left at 0240 hrs with Capt Rook as navigator, to e
report to 8 Inf Bde, 3 Erit Div, Night was quite dark emd distance to be covered was appox 55 miles, AR %
Baldwin proceeded the convoy in sn armd truck, Enroute an accident put two carriers out of actiomy ‘(' .

perked at side of rosd, a British lorry crashed into the rear—emd of the LAD Ward-LaFrence
lorry & caused considerable damage, .
Lt=Col Clnowohill left BQ at 0830 hrs for VENRAY to Jjoin Maj Baldwin,.
Gept Rook Tech Adjt returned from VENRAY. Cept Calder, §@ 31 Tk Bds lefi for 1 week to take charge of
convoy transporting refugees to rear area. Capt CR Wilson becomes Adjutant,

-

B. Weather :- Wet Smow - then Colder, causing icy roads, See
'B' Sqns two tps return from VENRAY over ioy roads, Seven tks slid into ditch, All but one mansged Appx ngf(‘/‘
| to get home after a trip of approx 55 miles, Al
9 ther := Cold & Clear - Icy Conditiona remain,

t Harvey to ANTWERP to buy dishes for offrs mess, HadBmghm,Ei,fu,&cq:chmtumHQ, /éf——'
Flans re 'B' offrs mess in Moderme Cafe, alsoc to Maj Smith, DAAG Pers, re leave,

ise with 10 CIB cancelled owing to icy rd conditioms. Warning order for Tact move at 1600 hrs,
Lieut Tatchell to 31 Tk Bde for infm, Brigadier's visit for 11th cancelled, Unit preparing to move
o concentration area at RUSSTAN CAMP K4469 WATER SCHEILE.

10 sather ;- Cold & Clear, G2

&
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TILBURG
HOLLAND

189335

7o

1n

Weather ;- Cold & Dull - Roads still Ioy.

Started loading tptrs at 0800; slow due to ice & late arrival of 1 sec of Tptrs, Echelons conformed
to Tptr ecoln, Harbour party & CO left at 0915 hrs, Tac HQ moved at 1400 hrs, The leading carrisrs
were off loaded at CHENOK MR/4365, some distance from their allotted harbour area, ioy roads preven-
ting the Tptras from getting up a long hill, The Kangaroos, working from small scale maps, had diffi-
oculty finding the route into WATERSCHEIDE in the darimess, The move wes made without other inoident
beyond occasional Tptr breakiowns on the road, In such cases the Karriers were off loaded onto spare
Tpirs and contimued emroute,

Main BQ & Rear Party remain TTLBORG E/189335.

Weather :- Cold & Dull,

Move begun on 11lth completed in small hours of today., The CO & AdJ attended conference at GELEEN
MR/6664 & discussed coming Ops with Brig Enight, 31 Armd Bde, Maps & wearning order were obtained,
which were passed on to Sqn Comdrs, The CO visited Inf Bn CO, 7/9 Boyal Scots & 8 Armd Bde for con-
feremce, returning to Tac HQ at 0200 hrs for '0' Gp with Sqn Comdrs, Recoe pty lald on for following
day, BSM Langlois was despatohed to TILBURG with instr to bring fwd Main HQ to new erea,

Weather ;- Contimued Cold & Ioe, LarRrEA

Megsage received at 0230 hrs instructing 1 Cdn Armd’Regt less RHQ to move to new loon, start time
1030 hrs, - Becoe parties were re-briefed on . Leading ths crossed SL on time, Lt-Col
Churchill to 8 Armd Bde and 155 Inf Bde of 52 (L) Div, The Sqns 'B' vehs conforming, moved to differ-
ent areas to tee up for the coming Op : 'A' Sgn to MEERSSEN MR/6055; 1 & 2 Tps of 'B' Sqn, under Comd
of Capt Copley, to VOORSTAD, MR/681685, near SITTARD: 'B' Sqn less 1 & 2 Tps to BUNIE 469,
Main HQ moved from TILBURG to oocupy area vacated by Kangarco Sqns at WATERSCHEIIE 4469,

Weathsr ;- Contimued Cold with anow,

14&2 Tps of "B' Sqn = for details this dete forward see attached Appendixz 'E'.

Major Bingham, Capt Harvey and Mr Hin, Dutch Interpreter, arrived at Russian Camp, MB/K/4469, WATER=-
SCHEITE, thus severing the last comnection with TILBURG.

Weather ;= Clear & Cold, e
Roads contimue very icy, Capt Rook, Tech Adj, and Mr, Simpson, Sigs’ Offr took four tks to Sqns in
field and had difficulty in keeping the Kangaroos on the Roads, which were sanded only on the app
to Bridges. FHQ Main opemed at 0800 hrs at Russian Camp, The Adj, cuptmm,mmmtaut%
Tao HQ at OVERHOVEN MR/689695., Tec HQ was constituted as follows : Commanding 0ffioer, Adjutant,

Adj, Sigs Offr, Lieut Zacaruk, 3 operators in & Sigs HUW and two batmem, This party wes increased

later in the day by the arrival of Capt Harvey from Main HQ; and the addition of two British Army

- S——
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~ | 45 = o

In:u;m 15 Contd :- operators end a 15 owt wireless veh borrowed from Main, Wireless comn is expected to be

iR/K/h59 _ difficult because of the wide dispersal of the Sqns and parts of Squs, The
NATERSOHEITE | a conference at L3 Div HQ. Orders to combine the echelons of 'A' Sqn and of 'B' Sqn
. | utpllnlhmmmhmﬂththmunfthudiﬂlmtmfmiﬂuurm

'B' Sgn 1 & 2 Tps, For detail of sctions see appendix 'E',
17 Weather ;- Ioy Cold Rain - miserable weather ; =

'B' Sqgn less 1 & 2 Tpe - Op ELACKCOCK appendix 'DY,

'B' Sqgn 1 & 2 Tps - appendix 'E°,

a n/o to obtain sufficient Pass Forms & Ration cards to send our first UK Leave pers,

18 Weathsr :- Cold with freesing mist ceusing roads to be very dangerous,
'B' Sqn less 1 & 2 Tps,- Op BLACKCOCK appendix 'DY,
'B' 8gn 1 & 2 Tps - appendix 'E',

port to the Tks located at DIETEREN MR/674770. Cpl Compton and Tprs Cullen

. of 8A fire, Compton roundly ocursing the jeep for its top speed of 35 mph, This story

| Miﬂmﬂmiﬂbyﬂqtm,ﬁnmta,humer,th.u.thnmh:ttom&upti@t

19 Futhﬂr:-ﬂnldim.

ain HQ & Tao ' "B' Bgn less 1 & 2 Tpe - Op ELACKCOCE appendix 'D',

m s i ME,/689655 remaining behind to direot
. [Madn moved to Join Tao at OVEEHOVEN « The RSM

‘h:mkmnd also nhu'n:l:xig l=eve pers, Due to extremsly lcy condition of rds veh trave

5 mph,

fac Y ! | This, plus rigid traffic comtrol, will complicate the problem of supply. To gimplify the problem as W
The QM, Capt Callaghan set up an advance petrol and supply dump in OVERHOVEN and joined Tao HQ there,

Tao HQ prepared to move fwd to area SUSTEREN, but move was postponed because Main Axis NORTH had not
been cleared of enemy pockets and obstacles, Sjt Garmon, clerk, left for Stationmery Depot, BRUSSELS en

Sidelight om 'A' Ech, 1 & 2 Tpa "B' Sqn. 1t1233hnnnﬂllmmthasiga¢ffrfurﬂttm-nta §
& Mﬁc

Officer attended
less two Tps, up- Appx '
will support, "D'&'EY
(R/689695 . ! mnpguihlg,mm;:-ml&smpyly&mpﬁllhunat@hﬂﬂﬂiﬂm,ﬂthTmHQatm,tu
be followed by Main HQ in a few days,

16 | | Weather ;= Cold & Threstening,
! | 'B' Sqn less 1 & 2 Tps, For detail from this date fwd to completion of Op ELACKCOCK,

attaghed appendix 'DI,

ses narrative in

Ok
Y

‘o admhﬁmmtm,mm,m:mlmugthaw. (n the way up they ran through a sto s

1l was limited to
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ain HQ & Tac

20

0500

Weather ;- Comtimued Cold,

'B' Sgu 5 & 4 Tps - Op ELACKCOCK - sppendix 'D',
'B' Squn 1 & 2 Tps - joining 'A' Sgn. '
Jerry Mortar shells landed in village(OVERHOVEN) wounding several civilians and perforating four HQ
Trwis, mnmmm'ammingfmﬂntirﬂamﬂaahattamﬂﬂtﬂ:hiﬂd.mrscorbm,m |
1A' 8qn at Tao HQ for Commanding Officer's meeting tonight, Coming pheases of exercise BLACKCOCK dis- |
cussed, Lieut Craigs Tp still cut off,

Weather := Coptinusd Cold with snow & more Ice,

'B' Sqn 3 & 4 Tps - Op BLACKCOCK - appendix 'D'.

"A' Sgn less one tp plus ome tp 'B' Sqn st MR/785674~ standing by for action tomorrow morning to lift

7th Bampshire Regt to PUTT.

Weather ; = Clear & Cold,

Capt GF Molauchlin, 2 i/o

as 2 i/o "A' Sqn,

REQ was packsd up and ready to move to SCHINVELD MR/765645 on the Dutch-German border, At the last

moment it was found that road space was not available, so the move wes cancelled, 'A' Sqn less one tp

with under comd two tps 'B' carried the 7 Hamps of 130 Bde, 43 (Br) Div into a successful attack

on the German towns of PUTT (8270) and WALDENRATH (8369).

"B 5@}&4m-'mmnwm'.

Weathsr :~ Contimued Cold, but Clear.

Eﬂmwﬂﬁm'mmm,tanlmlman:u'&'B'Bqnaﬂreulaulmn.tad, TA'" Sqn

carried a En of the DOLI of 129 Inf Bde 43 Div into atteck on the Germsn town of STRAETON (8469)

ithe foremoon] In the afterncon & Bn of SAMLI was cerried by 'A' San for attaclks on SCHETIFENDAHL (8371

and ERFEN (8471), Seven Tks were loat by 2 Tp ‘A’ in a minefd, Sjt Appleyard, Tp Sjt 2 Tp was

wounded, 'B' Sqn remained imactive at KONINGSBOSCH (7573) under Comd 155 Inf Bde 52(1)
COC 43 Div visited BHQ and expressed his pleasure & satisfaction with the work donse

& men of this Regt while under his Comd. He mentioned the extremely low cas in Div

contributed this to the faot that '"KANGAROOS' had been used in nearly all the dona

YB' San 3 & 4 Tps - Op BLACKCOCK - eppendix 'D', -

Weather ;~ Clsar & Very Cold,

1A' Sqn moved from WALDENRATH (
to get some bedly needed sleep, Major Corbean OC

'A' Sgn comenced duty u' A/Ad), replacing Capt Carl Wilson, who took over

%

the offrs
this Op and
43 Div,

gig

L3
joba
MR/7664 on the Dutch sids of the border,

"A' Sqn visited RHQ in the afternoon and had dinmer

KB469) to HARZELT (7970) but was not engaged in Ops, The men vers able

Ech to get some battle experience, He

|at FHQ Mess, Lt Smith, Admin offr of 'A'

Sqn was sent to 'F!
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Main BQ & Tagd 24 Contd - took over No. 2 Tp and the present Tp offr Mr Combe returned to 'A' echelom to become Admin
. « Three 'A' Sqn Tks which hed been attached to HQ 155 Inf Bde of 52 (L) Div, Sjt Dyer, who hed
SCHINVELD 'buninnh:rg-npart:mtmmmmmﬁuamhmmcmmntmmm. The
A/Adj, Capt McLsuchlin visited 31 Armd Bde BQ at GELEEN, Four new Kangsroos were delivered late in
: the evening by offrs end men of 264 Fwd Del Sqn, Ses
'B' Sqn oarried 5 Wilts into the attack on UETTERATH (87703. There was little oppostion and a good
i I | of prisopsrs taksp, Lieut Johmson of 'B' Sgn brought 12 ocrews to spend the night at 'Lfmmtﬁpl
| mmmmmtmnxrhﬂmkfmmmaathﬂbuﬂﬂrﬂthala:gapigﬁinh.hyu
| strange coincidence had been hit with shrapnel (German) just es Mr, Ramsden was passing, [nfortuna~-
| passing
| - — |tely the animal had not been properly bled end it was considered unsafe to eat the meat, Capt Copley
|21f¢':B'Eqn;i:itadﬂﬂlateinthumﬁmgandaﬂﬂaedthathhﬂqnmupendi.ngthanj@tat See
BHEEEHEN and expected to move to TEVEREN (7770) in the morning, Capt Harvey and Lieut Hin, Dutch Appx
Intsrpretor returned late in the evening after an all day trip to EDNDHOVEN and return, The Fr

SCHINVELD early in the evening, A special hot meal was

=9
8
g

meal, Two seotioms of Kangaroos from 'A' Sgqn were attached to the
Comd 43 Div to essist in laying out smmoke generators which are to

Mesa it was discovered that entire figh portion of the
Jen to 26 Jan, This is though a "First* some sort for a

26 Weather ;- Contimed (lear & Cold,
'B' Sqn arrived in SCHINVELD and both Sqne spent the day doing meintemance and
baths to nearby coalmines which had exsellent bathing fecilities, For the first t

;
"8
%

-3

of our

Op 'ELACKCOCK'. The instrs further state that on reaching WATERSCHEILE,

|
!Dfﬂmwmmﬁmthnﬂ;utnfmrmnqbﬁgautnbamaivudﬁmentLﬁ,mming-
[ : finish, and éxcited much favourable comment from all
ranks, The arrival of the first 500 OR bedges is expeoted daily amd is eagerly awaited,

RHQ and the echelons remain in SCHINVELD (7664). A Sqn releeased from 43 Div and arrived at
_ 1ai FHQ mess for 'A' Sqn offrs who
arrived tirved but heppy, Hnatnfthmmmn&emmtmtmqmmhhwﬂnﬁtimtom
112

be used to screen movement on rds ex
posed to obegrvation from the fwd def line of the SIEGFRIED def system, During a discussion in the

ime since 1

TILBURG & Regi'l offrs mess was in operation, At 2300 hrs instrs were received from 31 Armd Bds,
directing the entire Regt to move by roed to WATERSCHEILE via GELEEN, the Berg Bridge and ASCH, The
move to take place at 1200 hrs the following dsy., The purpose of the move being to concentrate for
impending operations at the northern end of the line, This news blasted a lot

baving time for rest and for maintenance of which our equipmemt is badly

of fond hopes about
need after the
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_ L5
dn BQ & Tao | 26

28

mﬂ-mmmnmmtammduatimﬁnm The remainder of the Regt was to mowe
to DIEST area (EL369) the following morning end await the arrival bf further tptrs, EHQ and 'A' Sgn
were to came under comd of 30 Armd Bde on arrivel in HOLLAND. 'B' Sqn was to remain under our parent
fun 31 Armd Bde, .

Weather ;- Clear & Cold, '
The Re; t moved off from SCHINVELD(MR/7664) at 1200 hrs with the wheeled vehs leading, m
(3668) was reached shortly after 1400 hrs, The Regtl recce party was contacted and it wes found that
they had been unable to find accomodation in WATERSCHEIDE (E4668) but had been successful in locating
a suitable spot at WINTERSLAG (E4466) a neighboring town, Accordingly srrangements were made for the
30 tptrs to ceme to WINTERSLAG (B4466) and the column moved off once more. On arrival we found oup

billets to be two large schools which although not heated were fairly comfortsble, The highlight of

the day was the arrival of 80 odd bags of mail which contributed greatly to what would otherwise have
been a very dull Saturday evening,

Weather ;- Cloudy & Snowing, , )

At (P00 hrs the Regiment less 30 tks moved off from WINTERSLAG (M466) bound for the DIEST (¥1369) are
Qur recce party comsisting of Cept Barvey HQ Sgn Comdr and Lieut Hin, our Dutch Interpretor, hawing

gone ahead to look for sccamodation, The roads were very loy and treacherous and the Tk dvrs had grea
djifimltthpingﬁheirmhimmmml. On resaching the outskirts of DIEST we were met by

the recce party and informed that no acon wes available in DIEST, but that some had been located in

BECQUEVOORT (¥0665) a few kilos to the SE, The Regiment had just become settled in BRECQUEVOORT _
Emﬁﬁ&g‘hmmﬁuriwdthatthummumualhdnndmtﬂwnegimtmhmtmmﬂw
¥h66) at onoe, Amidst much profene langusge we packed up and returned to WINTERSLAG where we occup-
ied our billets of the night before. A

Weather ;- Cloudy with Rain,

It was learned today that 'A' sqns tks were to go into wksps with high priority for thorough overhaul

jand are to be| ready for Ops by 5 Peb, 'B' Sqn tks are to follow 'A's through wksps and are to be
ready for Ops by 13 Peb, Preliminary Admin orders for Operation 'VERITAELE' arrived today, We learn
that HAQ and '"A' Squ are to be upder command of 30 Armd Bde of 79 Armd Div, who in turn are in support
30 British Corps for this (p, which is to be in the Cenadian sector and will be direoted by First
Comd of our t fmn 31 Armd Bdes of 79 Armd Div, ‘'A' Sqn
) working with 44 (L) Inf Bds of 15 (S) Div. Major Corbeau will be

ttending confe all this week in preparation for the Op. It was also learned today that the

will move to the area RIETHOVEN (E3309) just SQUTH of EINDHOVEN, Our LAD under camd Capt

mmtomsFm{xszﬁz) today, Aﬁnodhmmgrqrthntnmmmman:mtpatlmrp

;
:
E
:

7
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in-Tao & 29 Qontd + and they expeot to install tem new engines, Col Churchill was busy today attending conferemges -
' 8 at 79 Div end Birst Cdn Army HQ. These conferences are being held to review the WE of Armd Cexrier
JE/ 466 Regiments with a view to making the present one more adequate end to consider the poasibility of add- #
NTERSLAG ing a thixd Sqn,
' Sqn 30 Il Weather Mild with Fog. '.
Mm Regiment still in WINTERSLAG, Maintenamce on the tanks is the order of the day. The Commanding Off-
ETHOVEN | icer returped from HQ First Cdn Army late in the aftermoon, At a meeting of the Officers in the even- )
; \ | ing the Commanding Officer ammounced that an Inorememt to the Regiment had beem authoriszed as am in- ,
D - terim measure pending changes in the WE of the Regiment which are now under consideration, The In = I
/R/3262 orenant provides eight new troop offrs which will be a great help, as & Tp Ldr will mow have six Tks
instead of twelve, An extra Captain per Sgn is provided and an Ass't Tech Adj as well as an I0 end

31

an 10, The Inorement also provides ten new vehs and twenty-eight ORs made up of dvrs, CAC Operators

weather :-= Cloudy with Rain and Mist, -
The Regimemt moved from WINTERSLAG (KL4F6) to a new area south of EINDHOVEN., RHQ and 'B' Sgn moved to ‘ﬁyjf/u

LUYKGESTEL and 'A' Sqn to RIETHOVEN (E3309). The move went off smoothly and all wehs had arrived by 1..

1500 hra, The Tks still remaining at WINTERSLAGC were moved by Tptr and went direct to Wksp. ThaLﬁD|
remained at HASSELT (K3262) to finish the work on hand,

Strengths : See Fileld Returms attached,

b

¥

Q@A.LLHM

(@ Churchill) Lt-Col
Commending
1 cdn Armd Carrier Regiment

1 Cdn Armd Carrier Regt
16 Mar 1945 MR/E/270101
Under Comd Tk Bde - 79 Amd Div(Brit)

21 Arymy Group .
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